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through 156.5 will be rejected by the 
Secretary. All but one copy of a re-
jected application will be returned. An 
application which relates to an oper-
ation concerning which a prior applica-
tion has been filed and rejected, shall 
be docketed as a new application. Such 
new application shall state the docket 
number of the prior rejected applica-
tion. 

§ 156.7 Service of application. 
After an application has been accept-

ed for filing, the Secretary will cause a 
copy thereof to be served upon the nat-
ural gas company (respondent) against 
which an order pursuant to section 7(a) 
of the Natural Gas Act has been re-
quested. The natural gas company 
shall, within 30 days after the date of 
service of such application file its an-
swer (an original and 7 conformed cop-
ies) to such application in which it 
shall state whether it has any objec-
tion to the grant of the application. If 
the natural gas company objects to the 
grant of the relief sought by the appli-
cation, it shall fully state the grounds 
and reasons for its objections. The an-
swer shall be verified and shall be 
signed by an executive of the natural 
gas company. In the event that the re-
spondent natural gas company fails to 
file a timely response to the applica-
tion it shall be deemed to have agreed 
to the grant thereof. 

[Order 302, 30 FR 9302, July 27, 1965, as 
amended by Order 225, 47 FR 19057, May 3, 
1982] 

§ 156.8 Notice of application. 
Notice of each application filed, ex-

cept when rejected in accordance with 
§ 156.6, will be published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and copies of such notice 
sent to the State affected thereby via 
electronic means if practical, other-
wise by mail. 

[Order 653, 70 FR 8724, Feb. 23, 2005] 

§ 156.9 Protests and interventions. 
Notices of applications, as provided 

by § 156.8 will fix the time within which 
any person desiring to participate in 
the proceeding or to file a protest re-
garding the application, may file a pe-
tition to intervene or protest, and 
within which any interested regulatory 

agency desiring to intervene may file 
its notice of intervention. Failure to 
make timely filing will constitute 
ground for denial of participation, in 
the absence of extraordinary cir-
cumstances for good cause shown. 

§ 156.10 Hearings. 
The Commission will schedule each 

application for public hearing at the 
earliest possible date giving due con-
sideration of statutory requirements 
and other matters pending, with notice 
thereof as provided by § 385.2009 of this 
chapter: Provided, however, That where 
no protests or petitions to intervene 
have been received and accepted, the 
Commission may, after the due date for 
such protests or petitions to intervene, 
issue the requested order without hear-
ing. 

[Order 234, 26 FR 4848, June 1, 1961, as amend-
ed by Order 225, 47 FR 19057, May 3, 1982] 

§ 156.11 Dismissal of application. 
Except for good cause shown, failure 

of an applicant to go forward on the 
date set for hearing and present its full 
case in support of its application will 
constitute ground for the summary dis-
missal of the application and the ter-
mination of the proceedings. 
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